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Grade Retention Policy at SEC 
 

Background 
 

Grade (or year) retention refers to the process whereby a student is recommended to 

repeat a school year. This recommendation can be made for various reasons: 

academic performance, age criteria, social behaviour, emotional maturity, and/or 

aptitude. While we recognize there are both positive and negative implications of 

repeating a school year, there are several dimensions that need to be considered 

(economical, pedagogical, psychological, and social). A complete discussion about 

your child’s recommendation will be required before any final decisions are made. 

Please consider the following South East Coast International School policy with both 

the British National Curriculum and the student’s wellbeing in mind as our primary 

areas of focus to facilitate ideal transitions between year groups. 
 

Grade Retention at SEC 
 

The first criteria for putting students into the adequate year groups is age (as 

set out in the parent handbook):  
 

  Age of children  Year group 
2-3 years  Child turns 2 on or before 31st May  Nursery 

4-5 years  Child turns 4 on or before 31st May  Reception 

5-6 years  Child turns 5 on or before 31st May  Year 1 

6-7 years  Child turns 6 on or before 31st May  Year 2 

7-8 years  Child turns 7 on or before 31st May  Year 3 

8-9 years  Child turns 8 on or before 31st May  Year 4 

9-10 years  Child turns 9 on or before 31st May  Year 5 

10-11years  Child turns 10 on or before 31st May  Year 6  
 

Though age is the main criteria according to the British National Curriculum, 

teachers at SEC are monitoring other aspects of the child’s learning on an 

individual basis. Throughout the school year there is a continuous process of both 

formative and summative assessment to monitor academic performance (against 

curriculum standards). In addition to this, we observe social behaviour (the 

student’s interaction with peers and teachers inside and outside of the classroom), 

and emotional maturity (how students manage different situations). 
 

Communication of these observations is done through term reports and parent-

teacher meetings. Should there be extreme cases of outstanding or concerning 

behaviour (either academically or socially), teachers will make additional efforts to 
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contact parents. Parent involvement in tracking these observations (responding to 

reports, attending parent meetings) is highly encouraged and appreciated. 

Following the final term assessments, each student receives their final report with a 

recommendation for whether or not he/she is adequately prepared to move into 

the next year group. 
 

Should the classroom teacher recommend that your child repeats a school year, 

please consider the time, effort and care that was involved in making this decision. 

Teachers are thoroughly considerate of both the academic and social well-being 

of each student. Proceeding to the next year group without having mastered the 

previous one can cause a student to fall further behind academically, since the 

foundations for new subjects are lacking. It is important that you are aware of your 

child’s progress throughout the year in order to understand the reasons for this 

recommendation. 
 

Ultimately, SEC can only be responsible for the recommendations of both the 

classroom teachers and the Headteacher. Therefore, we do not enforce 

mandatory grade retention. 
 

The parent or guardian has two options: 
 

Option A) Accept the school’s recommendation for your child to repeat the 

school year and allow your child the opportunity to master topics that were 

previously difficult and/or unachieved, OR 
 

Option B) Progress your child into the next year. 

 

Should you choose option B), the following responsibilities are important to 
consider:  

- As the expectations in a new year group will be higher and your child is already at 
risk for falling further behind, additional academic support outside of school will be 
required 

- The understanding that there are no guarantees that your child will progress with 

their peers (or to the curriculum standards) in order for them to continue 

advancing through future year groups 
 

On behalf of all classroom teachers and teaching assistants at SEC, we thank you 

for your continued support and efforts to offer the best educational experiences 

for your child. 
 
 
 
 

 


